
Backup iTunes Tracks to 
DVD  v1.1
AppleScript for iTunes
written by John Paul Davis
Find more free AppleScripts
and info on writing your own
at Doug's AppleScripts for iTunes.

This script creates a disk image and copies files to it in Artist/
Album/SongFile.ext format. Requires particular installation.
This script is Donationware. If you use it and like it please consider making a donation to 
support my AppleScripting efforts. Click here for more info.

Installation:

If you installed the files from the downloaded disk image by dragging them to the "Installer", then 
the AppleScript and this Read Me document have already been installed in your [user name] > 
Library > iTunes > Scripts folder. The script will appear in iTunes' Script menu, where you can 
activate it by clicking on its name.

A folder named "Backup iTunes Tracks to DVD-R ƒ" was installed in your [user name] > Library > 
iTunes > Scripts folder. Components in this folder need to be installed elsewhere. See below for 
details.

To manually install, if necessary: See below for instructions on installing the components 
included in this download.

How to use:

1. Place the script in the folder "Users:YourUserName:Library:iTunes:Scripts". In some cases you 
may need to create a "Scripts" folder.

2. Place the file "terminalDate.xml" in the folder "Users:YourUserName:Library:iTunes". (Note- if 
you already have such a file, from installing my script for backup up to MP3 CD, you don't need to 
install this, and will probably not want to, since it'll pick up where you left off with your last MP3 
CD)

3. Place the XML Tools.osax into the YourHardDrive/Library/ScriptingAdditions folder. NOTE: this 
must be done using the MacOS X Finder. Do not use the Unix cp or mv commands.

Instructions for running the script:

1. If it's your first time running it, you'll have to select the *earliest* track you want backed up. 
Presumably some or none of your tracks are backed up - sort your tracks by Date Added and find 



the track which is chronologically first in the batch of tracks you want to back up. (e.g. - say you've 
been adding tracks since December 2002 and you want to back up everything you've added 
since December 27. You'd sort by Date Added and find the track whose time is earliest in the day 
and select that.)

2. Run the script. It will display the track's date and ask for a confirmation.

3. The script will collect your tracks into a playlist and then begin to sort them into DVD-R-sized 
playlists by album. Your end product will be a batch of playlists, each small enough to fit on an 
DVD, grouped by album. In the unlikely event that you have more than one DVD's worth of music 
to backup at a time, the script will make a playlist with the remainder of the files in it. You can use 
one of my other backup scripts ("Backup Selection or Playlist to DVD", "Backup Selection or 
Playlist to MP3CD") to deal with these.

4. The script saves the current date and the database ID of the track added most recently to your 
Library. This mean that the next time you run the script, it will know when you last created a 
backup. You can choose to set a new backup date at that time, but if you're like me, you'll want the 
script to just keep track of it. 

5. This means that, in the future, you should not have to go through the process in step 1; the 
script will "know" where you left off and will compile its list based on that.

Compatibility: Requires iTunes 3, Disk Copy, Terminal and OSX. It's been tested using OS 10.2.3.

Helpful Links:

Click on the underlined URL text:

- Doug's AppleScripts for iTunes
- Assign Shortcut Keys to AppleScripts
- Download FAQ - Info on downloading and installing AppleScripts
- Doug's RSS Feed - Recent site news, script additions and updates (add link to your news 
reader)
- 30 Most Recent RSS Feed - Most recent new and updated scripts (add link to your news 
reader)

Information and download link for this script is located at:
http://www.dougscripts.com/itunes/scripts/ss.php?sp=backuptracksdvd

Version History:

v1.0 mar 31 2003
- initial release

this doc last updated November 22 06

If you have any trouble with this script, please email me. Please note, however, that I am not 
its author.
My name is Doug Adams
dougscripts@mac.com

This software is released "as-is". By using it or modifying it you agree that its author cannot be held responsible or 
liable for any tragedies resulting thereof.



This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public 
License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or (at your option) any 
later version.

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the 
implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  See the GNU General 
Public License for more details.

Get a copy of the GNU General Public License by writing to the Free Software Foundation, Inc., 51 Franklin 
Street, Fifth Floor, Boston, MA  02110-1301, USA.

or visit http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html

AppleScript, iTunes, and iPod are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc.


